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The Forum aims at examining the systems of lifelong learning and training, and at enhancing 
innovative practices in various parts of the world, as the stakes of competence are central to 
competitive processes between continents. Recent transformations of the actors and systems of 
education and training, linked with deep cultural, economic, political, societal and technological 
changes, go together with development under all its forms, as regards either public policies and 
corporate strategies, or individual and collective dynamics. Within countless interactions, education 
and training are themselves in constant change. 
 
  This Forum is intended for actors and decision-makers from all countries directly concerned with 
lifelong learning and training, to assess the tendencies, innovating practices, paradoxes and 
contradictions of formal and informal education systems in interaction with their environments.  
 
  The official opening of this first Forum, which has been accepted by UNESCO as an International 
Thematic Meeting within the framework of CONFINTEA VI (UNESCO’s Sixth International 
Conference on Adult Education which will be hosted by Brazil in 2009), will take place on October 
28, 2008 at the Regional Council of Ile-de-France, and will be followed by four plenary sessions on 
October 29, 2008 at UNESCO Headquarters with world-famous personalities. 
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